UNDERLINGS   OF   THE   REVOLUTION

of human beings.  We shall not permit bosses to come out on

top, Genuine leaders of the people are being trained here"__

so I heard Ley thunder at the taking over of a 'leaders'
school." With thorough naivete he said: "We are the
standard-bearers of the great struggle for the liberation of
humanity. The high-spirited effort of the worker to win
equality of rights with the middle class was defeated by the
materialism and the selfishness of the intellectuals who were
his false leaders. It has been left to us to assure the worker
his place in our commonweal. No class rule from below, but
also none from above, but the true classless society of the
eternal people, which no longer recognizes parties or
special interests, but only duties and rights in relation to
the people as a whole." He was right. The masses of the
workers were no longer the pillars of the revolution. Karl
Marx's vision was wrong. It was the proletarianized and
radicalized lower middle class that had set up the dictator-
ship which was to create the classless society.

Since the war and the period of inflation the lower
middle class had become the real proletariat. All the
people with small independent livelihoods, the small men
with savings, the small property owners, the artisans, the
craftsmen who had worked for themselves, the people with
small independent incomes, the pensioners, all these people
who were now delivered over, robbed of their protection,
to the insecurity and the hardships of the struggle for
existence, had become the pillars of the revolution; and at
the same time the people who were still called the prole-
tariat in speeches and manifestos were protected at least
from the worst misfortunes, and had acquired the old safe-
guards and advantages which the middle elass used to
enjoy. Could not all the factory girls have their bad teeth
turned into shining false sets by the sickness insurance
funds? Did they not all receive assistance at childbirth and
premiums as nursing mothers, while the independent
craftsman of the past, and the peasant, had neither doctor
nor dentist* neither medicine nor trips to the seaside for
wife and child? Was not vengeance now coming for the
fact that a new privileged class had begun to grow* wMIe
classes formerly prosperous had sunk into distress and